Preface

On my way back from Beppu after attending the historic and impressive ‘1% Asia Pacific Water
Summit’, organized in Oita in December 2007, | had an opportunity of meeting the members of
the Japanese National Committee of ICID. | joined the special welcome reception at Oita
organized by JIID, Oita Prefecture Government and the Oita Prefecture Federation of Land
Improvement Association which gave me a wonderful opportunity to interact with our colleagues
in irrigation and drainage sector.

The global food shortage experienced in recent times is an indicator of the need for better
agricultural water management and necessary and adequate investment. The hike in food prices
as a result of shortage has been phenomenal and unseen in the recent decades and may be
irreversible. The necessity for ‘re-inventing irrigation and agricultural water governance’ has
assumed priority. This is so especially in Asian and African continents where the surge in food
prices has hit hard the poorest of poor and seeks larger chunk in their budget for even primary
food needs. Being home to % of the world’s poor, Asia-Pacific’s risk in meeting the dire needs of
the lower rungs of the society needs a critical look and attention. Japan’s lead role in the Asia
Pacific region to address the issues came out in an exemplary manner in the Summit. Japan’s
admirable and timely efforts to bring together very high level Policy players cutting across the
globe added value to the Region’s Water Summit which has carved its own niche in the history. In
Beppu, ICID joined other lead organizations in a special session on Water for Development and
Ecosystems and supported key messages that urged investment oriented towards agricultural
water management to enhance water productivity. ICID together with FAO, IUCN and others
acknowledged the multiple roles of the irrigation water and the need for modernization of irrigation
systems management and capacity building / benchmarking.

My subsequent visits to the Oita’s Natural Water Courses, Taketa Mineral springs facilitated me
an insight into the age-old participatory systems of irrigation and water management in Japan.
The trips to the irrigation districts near Narita served by Funato pumping station and Hokuso-tobu
upland field improvement provided me a glimpse of the innovative strength of the country.

An effective performance of the desired roles in irrigation and drainage sector would compel us to
take on board wide ranging issues at all functional as well as implementation levels. Promoting
new techniques, updated knowledge and enabling capacity building are essential in the emerging
environment. The role of the Japanese Association of ICID in this direction is praiseworthy. An
impressive 18 volumes of the Bulletin were issued in a period of 10 years in the past by the
Association. These are laudable achievements. | hope that the Association Bulletins will serve as
a platform for exchanging appropriate knowledge amongst decision makers, managers and
professionals at various levels in the Association. Mr. Shinsuke Ota, Chairman of the Japanese
Association of ICID and Executive Vice President of Japan Water Agency deserves all
congratulations and support for his magnificent efforts in spearheading the publication of bulletins
of the Association.

Last but not the least, it would be my pleasant duty to invite you to ICID’s forthcoming Congress
in Lahore, scheduled between 13-19 October 2008. The theme of the Congress is “Participatory
Integrated water Resources Management — From Concept to Actions”. ICID Congresses held
once in three years concentrate on subjects of global interest and their relevance to address the
current issues. The Congress and the International Executive Council Sessions that would take
place are expected to generate ICID inputs to the 5™ World Water Forum in several thematic
identified subjects for the Forum. Japan plays a key role in our activities to the Forum and
spearheads Asian Regional Groups’ interests. | hope to see you there in large numbers!

M. Gopalakrishnan
Secretary General
International Commission on Irrigation and Drainage
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